
Scott County Winter Count 

175 Years of Scott County History 

Project   

 

Overview 

Subject(s):  Social Studies, History, Language Arts, Visual Art 

Topic or Unit of Study:  Native American Winter Count and History of Scott County 
Iowa 

Grade/Level:  2-5 

Objective:  Students will discover important events occurring over a 10 year period 
of the history of Scott County Iowa.  They will be able to identify a significant event 
that occurred in the county for each year and depict the event through a visual 
representation and short written statement.   

Summary:  The Scott County Winter Count project will result in a large (10’ x 12’) 
Winter Count containing a visual representation of each year of the county history.  
Each participating classroom will complete 10 years of Scott County historical 
events by creating an icon of a significant event over that period.  The 10 events will 
be placed on a single piece of shaped material.  When pieced together, each 
classroom’s contribution will create the entire count.  The completed 175 Years of 
Scott County Winter Count will be unveiled at the Putnam Museum in May 2012 and 
will then travel throughout the county, visiting libraries and other municipal 
buildings.  A compiled book of student fact sheets will accompany the count, 
allowing viewers a written interpretation of each pictograph. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 

IA Core Curriculum:  Social Studies 

Essential Concept: Understand the changing nature of society. (Grades K-2, 3-5) 

Essential Concept:  Understand how culture affects the interaction of human 
populations through time and space. (Grades K-2, 3-5) 

Essential Concept:  Understand how geographic and human characteristics create 
culture and define regions.  (Grades K-2, 3-5) 

 



Essential Concept:  Understand how human factors and the distribution of resources 
affect the development of communities and the movement of populations.  (Grades K-
2, 3-5) 

Essential Concept:  Understand historical patterns, periods of time and the 
relationships among these elements. (Grades K-2, 3-5) 

Essential Concept:  Understand the role of individuals and groups within a society as 
promoters of change or the status quo.  (Grades K-2, 3-5) 

Essential Concept:  Understand the effects of geographic factors on historical events.  
(Grades K-2, 3-5) 

Essential Concept:  Understand the role of innovation on the development and 
interaction of societies.  (Grades K-2, 3-5) 

Essential Concept:  Understand cause and effect relationships and other historical 
thinking skills in order to interpret events and issues. (Grades K-2, 3-5) 

Procedure/Sequence of Activities:  The premise of this project requires two 
individual concepts be taught prior to the assembly of the Winter Count.  1) 
Students understand their local county – Scott County, Iowa - as a region with 175 
years of history.  Further, that this history is measurable by major annual events.  2)  
Students understand the concept of a Winter Count and recognize that this method 
of recording history is Native American in nature and is related to this region.  In 
addition, students must understand how a Winter Count is formed and used. 

Students should: 

 Research their assigned year in Scott County historical reference items (OR, 
have the teacher provide information on that year). 

 Fill in the fact sheet writing prompts about their research. 
 Identify the single major event that best represents that year in Scott County 

history. 
 Fill in the fact sheet writing prompts about their selection and why. 
 Determine a single icon that represents that event and draw it on the 

included fabric (This step to be repeated for all 10 years). 
 Fill in the fact sheet writing prompt about their image. 

 

SUPPLIES AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSEMBLY OF THE WINTER COUNT PIECE 

Supplies:  Each supply kit contains 10 pieces of 8”x8” cotton muslin squares, 
archival fabric glue, a 2’x2’ suede-like fabric piece, a postage-paid envelope, 11”x17” 
laminated image of the Putnam Museum Winter Count and project guide with 
supplemental activities.  



Each classroom is responsible for creating one piece of the Scott County Winter 
Count.   Use these steps to correctly assemble your Winter Count. 

1. Have students determine a single important event for each year and draw a 
pictograph (single symbol) on each 8”x8” cotton muslin square.  (The fabric 
will accept markers – permanent or water-based – colored pencils, paints)  

2. Cut around each icon/symbol.  Do not leave excess unfinished cotton around 
the picture. 

3. Make sure the date is clearly marked on each of the ten pieces year by year. 
4. Start placing the first icon in the upper left-hand corner – end by placing the 

last icon in the lower right-hand corner.  The pattern in between may be in 
any pattern that is chronological – up and down, side to side, zig-zag, etc are 
all acceptable as long as one year follows the next. 

5. Make sure that each icon is touching the next in succession.  This will help 
the viewer to quickly learn the direction and pattern of your piece of the 
Winter Count. 

6. If you have questions during the assembly of your piece or if you need 
additional materials, please email us, education@putnam.org.  
 

Due Date:  The completed project (Winter Count piece and fact sheets) are to be 
submitted in the postage-paid envelope by December 15, 2011. 

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES 

Instructional Materials: 

Resources:  To identify important events throughout the 175 years of Scott County 
history, a number websites and library documents are available. 

http://www.scottcountyiowa.com/history/ Outlines the government of Scott County 
beginning with settlement in 1833. 

http://www.celticcousins.net/scott/scotthistory.htm A history of Scott County 
including some photographs and broken down into specific areas such as machinery, 
epidemics, lost towns and more. 

http://www.archive.org/details/historyofscottco00inte A digitized book at the 
Library of Congress including early maps and citizen biographies from Scott County. 

Additional reference works from the Davenport Library included at the end of this 
packet. 

 
 

SCOTT COUNTY HISTORY - OVERVIEW 

For thousands of years Native Americans lived on the land which we now call Scott 
County. In the early 1830s non-natives of European ancestry began to arrive and 
settle in the area. Scott County as a political subdivision was established by an act of 

mailto:education@putnam.org
http://www.scottcountyiowa.com/history/
http://www.celticcousins.net/scott/scotthistory.htm
http://www.archive.org/details/historyofscottco00inte


the territorial legislature of Wisconsin in 1837. By this time the county had been 
completely surveyed, and copies of the original survey are still available for study. 
The new county was named in honor of Major General Winfield Scott, Commander-
In-Chief of the US Army from 1841 until the beginning of the Civil War, and the 
presiding officer at the signing of the peace treaty ending the Black Hawk War. He 
negotiated the first treaty purchasing lands in Iowa from Indians.  
 
Located in eastern-most Iowa, Scott County is bordered on three sides by water, the 
Mississippi River on two sides, and the Wapsipinicon River on the third. 
 
The first election of county officers took place in February of 1838. Also in that 
election voters were charged with the responsibility of choosing a county seat and 
the newly incorporated city of Davenport eventually won out, but only after losing 
the first time to a town called Rockingham in a rigged election. Davenport maintains 
its original Charter City designation, meaning it was a city prior to Iowa statehood. 
 
From 1838 until 1850 county commissioners were elected annually and in 1861 the 
commissioners officially became the Board of Supervisors. In 1874 the number of 
supervisor positions was set at five, which it still is today, almost 130 years later. 
 
Early white settler Antoine LeClaire donated the land for the first, and subsequent, 
courthouses. With the addition of county treasurer, recorder, auditor, prosecuting 
attorney, and trial courts the courthouse building quickly became inadequate and in 
1886 a magnificent stone, brick, and mortar courthouse was built at what was then 
an astronomical sum of $125,000. Even before the building was complete it was 
evident there were problems; the entire structure was sinking in the sandy soil 
upon which it was built. After a while even the huge dome was removed in an effort 
to lesson the weight of the structure. County government managed to endure in that 
building until finally, in 1955 a new courthouse was constructed, an aluminum-clad 
structure typical of government architecture at the time. 
 
From the mid 1950s until today Scott County's population has increased by 50%, 
and more people means more services to the citizens. Consequently the county 
added an annex building which has been remodeled a couple of times, acquired a six 
story building called the Bicentennial Building which has been utilized by various 
offices over the years, and renovated the jail in 1980, something which hadn't been 
done since it's erection in 1897. 
 
Scott County is currently in the midst of an ambitious eleven year renovation project 
which will eventually move all non-court related offices out of the courthouse into 
the nearby Bicentennial Building. A community pavilion addition is planned for the 
Bicentennial Building which will serve as a new boardroom for the Board of 
Supervisors and for use by public groups. The entire project is scheduled to be 
completed by 2011. 



 
 
 
 



 
 

  



OTHER PICTORAL HISTORIES 

 

 
(Above left, Hieroglyphics from Egypt.  Above right, Chinese Morphemes primer.  Bottom right, Sumerian 
Cuneiforms. Bottom left, Native American Pictograph) 

 

  

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Image:Papyrus_Ani_curs_hiero.jpg
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Image:Chineseprimer3.png
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Image:Sumerian_26th_c_Adab.jpg
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Image:Pictograph_tds.jpg


VOCABULARY 

 
Antoine LeClaire – the principal founder of Davenport, Iowa. 
 
Colonel George Davenport – American Frontiersman, trader and US Army officer; 
one of the earliest settlers in the Iowa territory. 
 
Community – a unified body of individuals. 
 
County – the largest territorial division for local government within a state of the 
United States. 
 
County Seat – a town that is the seat of county administration. 
 
Culture - the characteristic features of everyday life shared by people in a particular 
place or time. 
 
Elder - a person having authority because of age and experience. 
 
Historian – a writer of history. 
 
Keeper – man responsible for maintaining the winter count and remembering its 
stories. 
 
Narrative –something that is told or written. 
 
Pictograph – a symbol or picture writing usually found in ancient or prehistoric 
culture. 
 
Winfield Scott - United States general who was a hero of the War of 1812 and who 
defeated Santa Anna in the Mexican War (1786-1866). 
 
Winter Count - a pictorial calendar or history in which tribal records and events 
were recorded. 
 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.visitquadcities.com/pages/43/colgdav.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.visitquadcities.com/page.php?page_id=43&h=171&w=125&sz=3&tbnid=_VhTgsrW-ZqclM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=77&prev=/search?q=image+george+davenport&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=image+george+davenport&docid=593tuwMsvIy0xM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=ysiEToetMY_D0AH36ZkE&sqi=2&ved=0CCkQ9QEwAw&dur=527
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=plains+indian+culture&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1059&bih=446&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=DWzA0vv7wfX2sM:&imgrefurl=http://chronicle.uchicago.edu/000413/calendar.shtml&docid=XBT7H5KndcVBaM&w=375&h=290&ei=UMqETtuHKsr50gG5v7zKDw&zoom=1


FACT SHEET 

Directions:  Fill in the blank  
 

Name      
 

Name      
 

Name      
 

Name      
 
My (Our) Year is     
 
Three important things that happened in Scott County that year are: 
 
1.            
 
2.            
 
3.            
 
 
The most important thing that happened in Scott County that year was 
 
            
 
           . 
 
I (We) think it was the most important event because 
 
            
 
            
 
           . 
 
My (Our) pictograph shows 
 
            
 
            
 
           . 

  

 



SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Tell a Story with Pictographs 

What You Need: 

 A significant current event 

 Paper 

 Coloring supplies 

 Watercolors 

What to Do: 

 Explain to the students that there are many cultures who depict their history 

through pictures. This can be seen very early in human history.  

 Give and show examples (included in this packet) of cuneiforms, Egyptian 

hieroglyphs, and other cultures through time that have used pictures to tell 

stories.   Make note that symbols as communication are still very much in 

practice. 

 Have the students pick one of these art forms and tell a story about the event 

through that art form.  

 Ask the students how these old forms of recording keeps are similar and 

different compared to the winter count. 

 How do we record histories or stories today (scrapbooking, photo albums, 

technology, etc.)? 

Extension: 

Create a Personal Timeline: 

Materials: 

 Pictures (optional) from students throughout their lives 

 Roll of paper or printer paper 

 Writing/Drawing materials 

Activity: 

 Ask the students to depict their own lives through a timeline by first drawing 

the timeline beginning with their birth year through the present.  Students 

should place one hash mark at each year. 

 Have each student create a timeline that represents the major events in their 

own life. 

 



 Place their photographs or drawings on the timeline at the correct year. 

 After they are done encourage students to present their personal timeline 

and to talk about why they selected each event. 

Make a Time Capsule 

What You Need: 

 Sealed container 

 Objects from students 

 Letters  

What to Do: 

 Ask students if they know what a time capsule is. If not, explain a time 

capsule is a container that holds information and is buried or put away for a 

length of time. It helps people remember about people, places, or things. Tell 

the students that they are going to make a time capsule about themselves to 

be buried in a safe place for five years, or another predetermined time. 

 Encourage students to bring in items, photos and letters or writing examples 

that reflect the current cultures, trends and what is happening in their 

community.  Explain that capturing this information is how historians create 

a picture of what life was like in the past.  If possible, include a class picture 

or project. 

 When all the student information is gathered, bury the time capsule in a 

place that will not be disturbed. Be sure to put the date the capsule is buried 

on the inside and outside of the container. Leave a note about the time 

capsule in the school office or another safe place to remind school officials 

that the time capsule should be opened. 

 

Discover an Artifact 

What You Need: 

 Each Student needs an object 

 Pencils 

 Paper 

 

 

 

 



What to Do: 

 Have the students bring in an object from home; this can also be a picture if 

the actual object cannot be brought into the classroom. 

 After talking about the different parts of a letter: introduction, body, and 

conclusion, have the student write a letter to themselves in the future.  

 The students should answer the following questions: 

o What does the object look like? 

o When did you get the object? 

o Where did it come from?  

o What do you use it for? 

o What is important about the object? 

o What does it mean to you? 

o What is your favorite memory of the object? 

Make an accession card 

What you need: 

 Index cards  

 Writing tools 

What to Do: 

 Explain to your students that an accession card is a way that museums keep 

track of their collections, so that they know where to find it, what it is and 

where it came from.  

 Have written on the board what they need to include 

o Name of object 

o Who it belonged to 

o Where it came from 

o Where is it now (in the time capsule) 

o A description of the object 

o Any damage 

o What has been done to take care of the object (toy has been washed, 

an eye glued on, a wheel replaced ect.) 

 Give each student a number (accession number) so that they can add it on to 

their object, make sure the same number is placed on their card. Cards are 

kept for when the time capsule is opened.  

 As the time capsule is opened and each object is taken out read of the 

accession number and the information on the corresponding card.  

 



 
Vocabulary BINGO 
 

What You Need: 

 Dabbers or chips 

 Winter Count Bingo Sheet 

 Vocabulary words 

 

 

What to Do: 

 After studying and reviewing vocabulary words pass out a Winter Count 

Bingo card to each student.  

 Have the vocabulary definitions cut out and placed in a hat or bowl to draw 

from 

 As you draw out a definition read the definition to the students, the students 

must then find the word that matches the definition on their Winter Count 

Bingo Card and dap them or mark them with a chip 

 Once the student gets a full line vertical, horizontal, or diagonal marked off 

they shout BINGO! And you can clear the cards and play again  

  



 Vocabulary BINGO 
 

 

 
 

     

     

   

 

FREE SPACE 

  

     

     


